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Uruguay

La Reptiblica del Uruguay es un $ais per-

jectamente civilizado.
[FROM El Uruguay a traves de un Siglo]

Uruguay is the smallest nation of South America, but by European geographic
standards, it is not so small: its area is larger than that of England. The name
Uruguay means "the river of birds." The country is flat, and ideally suited for
agriculture and cattle breeding. Uruguay's population numbers over two
million, of which fully one-third lives in Montevideo, the capital. The aboriginal
Indians of Uruguay are all but extinct.

In terms of racial geography, Uruguay is a white man's land, and its
culture has little of either the Indian or the Negro. As in Argentina, the
people's musician of Uruguay is the Gaucho, the wandering minstrel of
the pampas, who roves the plains on horseback with his faithful guitar
slung over his shoulder. The subject of the Gaucho songs is usually
romantic love, but often these songs are ballads and narratives of personal
adventure, similar to the cowboy songs of the North American West.

Musically speaking, Uruguay is a dependency of Argentina. The songs
and dances of Argentina are the folklore of Uruguay. The only musical
form that may be said to be Uruguay's own product is the Peric6ny an
old round dance in triple time, which was revived in 1889 by a Montevideo
theatrical company and has since regained its popularity.

In a useful booklet La Musica en Iberoamerica by Raul A. Buccino
and Luis Benvenuto (Buenos Aires, 1939), the common origin of
Uruguayan and Argentine music is traced to Spain: "Uruguay's dances
and songs are taken from the wealth of Spain's music treasury. This music
became acclimatized in the coastal provinces of the old state of Rio de la
Plata, and gave birth to the popular music of Uruguay and Argentina.
The Triste, Cielito> Triunfo, Milonga, Tango, Vidalay Pericon and other
airs and dances of Uruguay are intimately connected with the Argentine
airs of the same name. Yet this affinity is not that of complete identity: to